GCII SOUTHEAST DISTRICT MEETING

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2011

HOSTED BY GARDEN TALK GARDEN CLUB

The meeting was called to order at 9:45 a.m. by SE Director Constance Blyth.  The collect was given by Ellen Jorgensen and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Marsha Jensen.

Constance Blyth welcomed guests and introduced the District and State Officers – GCII State President, Robyn McCarthy; GCII First Vice President, Karen Mallon from Boise; GCII treasurer, also treasurer of SE District and Garden Talk Garden Club, Maxine Smolowitz; SE District VP and chairperson of the District Meeting, Marsha Jensen; and Kay Rose, SE District secretary.

     Guests included Esther Johnson, Ann Gheen, John Crook , Dee Carpenter and Terry Jensen, both from Pocatello

Club roll call – 

Idaho Falls – 4        Garden Talk – 9        Roberts – 5

Constance Blyth  mentioned the passing of Yvonne Jenkins who was a member of the Idaho Falls Garden Club.

District Secretary Kay Rose read the Saturday April 9, 2011 District minutes.  The minutes were approved. 

District Treasurer Maxine Smolowitz reported that there is now $2,340.08 in savings and $416.01 in checking.

SCHOLARSHIP – The scholarship fund now has $400.00 and still needs checks for $50 from Idaho Falls and Roberts to bring it up to $500.00.  Billie Calder and Janice Zabriskie has offered to be the new scholarship committee

GCII PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS was given by Robyn McCarthy.  She gave a report on the Japanese Friendship Garden which is located at the Pederson Sportsman Park in Idaho Falls near our Blue Star Memorial.  The history of the garden goes back to 1981 when a Sister City Agreement was signed between Idaho Falls and Tokai-Mura, Japan.  

     Over the years since 1981, interest in keeping up the garden was lost until this past year when interest was sparked to spruce up the garden by a steering committee.  

     Over the past four months great progress has been made in revival of the garden.  There are also planned future activities to beautify the gardens.  Robyn reported that this is an exciting and rewarding community volunteer project and encouraged everyone to visit the gardens and to volunteer.

CLUB REPORTS were given by Billie Calder, Roberts Garden Club; Elizabeth Fallon, IF Garden Club and Constance Blythe, Garden Talk Garden Club.

COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS were then presented.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Constance Blyth reported that the District is still in need of a Parliamentarian.
BY-LAWS CHANGES – Maxine Smolowitz reported on the changes to the Southeast District By-laws.  Paula Kinnaman made a motion to accept the changes and Janice Zabriskie seconded.  Motion passed.  For a copy of the changes to the bylaws contact Kay Rose or Maxine Smolowitz. 

GCII STATE CONVENTION – Janice Zabriskie gave a report on the State Convention which was held in June in Idaho Falls.  She mentioned that only 32 people attended.  The convention was a big success but it was disappointing that a lot of work, time and money went into it with so few in attendance.       

NEW BUSINESS – Constance Blyth discussed SE Dist. purchasing a bench to be placed in the Japanese Gardens.  Robyn made a motion to give $500.00 towards purchase of the bench.  Chris Stone seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.

A vote was then taken and the motion passed.

ANGELIQUE TULIPS – Robyn McCarthy reported that the state fundraiser for this year will be to sell pink Angelique Tulips for $10.00 a bag to promote Pink gardens for cancer awareness.  Patti Huston made a motion for the District to purchase $100.00 of the tulips to be planted in the Idaho Falls area.  Paula Kinnaman seconded.  The motion passed.  Roberts Garden club will receive 1/3 of the tulips.

SPRING DISTRICT MEETING – Elizabeth Fallon gave an invitation for all to join the Idaho Falls Garden Club in April for the District meeting.  More information to come.

DOOR PRIZES were then given out.

PROGRAM – A very informative program was given by Tom Browning of Brownings Honey, Inc.
LUNCH – Cora McGary gave the invocation and a delicious lunch was served by the Garden Talk Garden Club.   

INVITATION TO GCII CONVENTION - June 25-27, 2012 was given by Karen Mallon, GCII First Vice President.
DOLLAR AUCTION – Marsha Jensen explained the auction and several items were auctioned off.   Fun was had by all.

Meeting adjourned at about 2:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Kay Rose, SE ID Garden Club Secretary

