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Pois | As Jerry and |
LB (1avel from
! Idaho Falls to
the Fall Board
% Meeting at

* Cascade and
then up to Kendrick in the Clearwater
area for their District meeting, we are
again in awe of our beautiful state.
What a visual delight to take in all that
spectacular color at this time of year.

Our new National President, Shirley
Nicolai asks us if any of our garden
clubs have been recognized by Na-
tional Garden Clubs for participating in
an NGC Presidento6s
1 2013 term offers you this chance!
APl antings for Pub
Pl aceso is the Nat
ject and every club can do it. Go to the
National Garden Clubs website at
www.gardenclub.org. After entering
the site, click on Special Projects and
choose Project Plantings from the list.
Updates and tips will inform and stimu-
late your creative gardening minds.

There are two #API
State and National. For the state con-
test, take photos, fill out the state appli-
cation form on the GCIl website and
send it to our State Awards Chairman,

a

Mission Statement

Garden Clubs of Idaho, Inc. , a 501(c)(3)
non -profit organization , will create, pro-
mote and further interest in horticulture,

gardening, civic beautification and natural
resource conservation through educa-
tional, charity and community improve-
ment projects.
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Presi dent

Maxine Smolowitz. For the National
contest, information can be found by
again clicking on Special Projects, then
choosing Plant it Pink from the list.
NGC is offering an award to the state

with the most part
Pinko gardens. Wh
for combining API a
with APl antings fo
Pl aceso?

Our Regional Director, Debbie Hin-
chey, asks us to keep a diary of gar-
den club related activities and to keep
track of the hours spent preparing
plants for sales, advertising, scholar-
shibs, Brép8ridd educatidd& prograrfsl
and etc. Members will be shocked
hdwhe RolrdaddPup,&ne tadhland
th@ iR-Rrld dondtichs, fod! Fhlt faf S
data will be readily available to inform
others. Debbie says this written data
gives your garden club clout in your
community. | will be asking club Presi-
dents for hour counts of projects and
time spent on different programs for
my annual report to the NGC.

nt it Pinko contes
National Garden Clubs, Inc. continues
its Help Membership Bloom contest by
offering a $100 award to the state with
the greatest per capita increase in paid
membership from October 31, 2011 to
March 31, 2012. | will present half of
this award to the District that gains the
greatest per capita increase, should
we win the $100.

At our Fall Board Meeting on October
17, the Blue Ribbon Committee for the
Future of GCII chaired by Elmer Hurd
made its recommendations to the
Board. Objectives were considered
and recommendations made lincluding

0s Message

Our Earth, Our Futuréd Renew and Protect It

mandatory travel for the President and
Vice President, as well as streamlining
costs to fund travel and attend se-

lected meetings. The proxy voting pro-
cedure was amended with a more de-

tailed gx@andtiann In ¢omundiidh lwighn t

thése reaqoramepdations, ameh@nerss
h o

meeting in June 2012. The amend-
ments are published in this edition of
Gem State Gardeners and | urge you
to read and consider them. Please be
prepared to vote (or to give your club
president your proxy vote) before that
fme.

Thank you to the committee members
who spent many hours in preparation
Hof tRlese recommendations.

Everyone be on the look-out for a
qualified state scholarship candidate.
Our funding is $1,000 for 2012. The
application information can be found
on our website at www.gcii.org

Please remember to get your award
tap'splications into Maxine Smolowitz by
Dec. 1, 2011.

Your recycled President has experi-
enced a rewarding past 28 months
serving your garden clubs. | am so
proud of your many accomplishments.

And | have managed to get my Angeli-
que tulips in the ground before Hallow-
een!

Think Pink!

Robyn

thePOBkoaegBood&hs wer
mentber bpproval ataour GClIState c i a |


http://www.gardenclubs.org

Report of the Southwest District Director 6 October 17, 2011

Southwest District has nine clubs. A few do not have meetings during the summer. All clubs maintain projects they
previously put together, and help with local fairs.

The District is responsible for cleaning one mile of Eagle Road in the spring and fall; our next cleanup day is scheduled
for Wednesday, October 26. Beth Suhr, Ada Gardeners is chairing this project.

The Southwest District fall meeting was hosted by Ada Gardeners with early morning snacks, soup and salad for lunch,
silent auction, sales table plus door prizes; all well-organized.

Several clubs actively pursue projects that beautify their city, provide educational information to the general public on
plants, bugs (good and bad), what grows well in their area including flowers, bushes, trees and vegetable gardens.

A few of the many projects the Southwest District members have been involved in are:
e Enclose trash cans at Ronald McDonalds
¢ Improve the Ronald McDonalds rose gardens
e Clean up elderly members yards
e A Victorian tea (a fund raiser covering costs of future projects)
e Standard Flower Shows
e AnIHS Small Flower Show
e  Spring Horticultural Symposium (educational)
¢ Clean grounds at Assay Office
¢ Provided and planted 100 shrubs at the Idaho Bird Observatory to control erosion
¢ Working with Boise Parks and Recreation and the College of Western Idaho to design and construct a

ifWaterwi se Teaching Demonstration Gardenodo in the T
e Aninformation booth at the annual Flower and Garden Show in Boise
My theme as District Director is AAs friends and garde

Inez Thomason, Southwest District Director
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Report of the Clearwater District Director 0 October 17, 2011

My theme as District Director is ABloom Where Youdre H
bers of the district for the work they do in their communities throughout the year. The Fall District Meeting was held on
Thursday, October 20" and the clubs were asked to speak about the awards they received at the State Convention. |
wanted them to be recognized by the other clubs in the district for the work they are doing. We had a beautiful day in
the small town of Kendrick and were honored with Robyn & Jerry McCarthy attending.

Flower Show School Il was completed the end of September in Moscow. Marva Lee Peterschick was the instructor for
Flower Show Procedure & Horticulture and Mary Lou Waitz was the Design instructor. Fourteen students registered
with ten taking the test and several Lewis-Clark Judges attending. | believe everyone learned so much and enjoyed the
school. Flower Show School Il will be held in Clarkston, WA April 24, 25, 26, 2012.

The district is comprised of five clubs and they are all so busy with fall projects such as sponsoring a scarecrow contest,
bulb planting, giving to the food banks and gathering items for Christmas gifts for children. Some will soon be preparing
for their holiday wreath making projects that are the main fund raisers for the year. Programs such as Bonsai, Con-
tainer Gardening, Native Plants and Backyard Waterfalls are among some of the programs planned for the months to
come. We always welcome guests to attend our meetings

These are just some of the ways our clubs are making a difference in the communities where we live. | hope you all
iBloomd in the months to come.

Jodene Caldwell, Clearwater District Director
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Report of the Southeast District Director & October 17, 2011

The big gardening news in Southeast Idaho District is the Idaho Falls Japanese Friendship Garden being planted and
constructed near the Broadway Bridge on the Snake River in Idaho Falls by dedicated volunteers. Plans for the garden
started this spring and will continue for several years in different phases. Several members of the Southeast District
Clubs have participated in the digging, pruning, planting, hauling and spreading of gravel. They have also helped build
the floating bridge and placed large stepping stones across a stream. At the Southeast District Meeting in early Octo-
ber, District members decided to donate $500 to add to the fund. Garden Talk Garden Club also voted to donate $200
to the Japanese Friendship Garden to build benches of stone and wood for the area.

The Garden Talk Garden Club (GT) has been on the move since spring with many tours. They have visited four Japa-
nese Gardens in Idaho Falls and Pocatello. While in Pocatello the members also visited five gardens all with large,
beautiful water features. Members also visited a beautiful yard and gardens of a manicured country home and visited an
Alpaca Farm near Rigby.

One of GTs interesting programs was titled fiSeven
lives in Israel part of the year taught us that the Hebrew Bible describes Israel as a land blessed with seven fruits and
grains. She and other members served food that symbolized each of the seven fruits and grains.

Programs with amazing power point presentations took Garden Talk on a tour of gardens using Xeriscape Gar-
dening in the Midwest. GT Members traveled to South America to view the Travelodge which included exotic plants
and rare flowers.

Garden Talk presented a fiGood Neighbor Awardo, cl e
rial. Members of Idaho Falls Club and Garden Talk planted flowers in the flower beds in the Historical District of Idaho
Falls.

The Idaho Falls Garden Club (IF) had several guest speakers who enlightened members with ideas on vegetable gar-
dens and a talk on fertilizers and its importance to plants and yards. IF members also visited an unique green house
which is buried part way in the ground and takes advantage of the insulation of the soil.

A recent new member from England showed photos of her life as a gardener in England. Three members of
the IF club were on the committee to host and plan the GCII State Convention this past June.

A Easter Egg Hunt for the children of Roberts and the surrounding area was held in the spring by Roberts Town and
County Garden Club. They designed and sold community Birthday Calendars to raise funds for their community pro-
jects. The club planted and maintained flower pots in the Roberts City Park.

The Roberts Club did not meet during the summer but resumed their regular schedule in September with a
speaker who told of her problems with her garden. Each member talked about their gardening experiences during the
summer. Members also discussed the harvesting, preparation and storing of garden produce for winter use.

The SE District Meeting was buzzing with a program on bees by the owner of Browning Honey Company. The deco-
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rations, favors and | unch (prepared by Garden Tal k Menber

Mar vel ous Beeso. K a Presideniheat d goiest,at the @éeting. \Boutheast District is very active con-
sidering it has a total of 64 members in its three clubs.

Constance Blyth, Southeast Idaho District Director

Have you been to Alaska? Or do you want to visit it again?

Announcing the July 26 - 28, 2012 Pacific Region Convention in Anchorage, Alaska at
the Clarion Suites Hotel Downtown

For a trip of a lifetime, look into the pre-convention tour from Fairbanks to Anchorage. Visit Fairbanks, Chena Hot
Springs, Denal i Nati onal Park and much moreéYour

Full details can be found at www.pacificregiongardenclubs.org
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Protecting the Aquatic Ecosystem

All of the Idaho garden clubs are located in a valley surrounded by mountains which collect snowfall in the winter. In
spring it refills our rivers and lakes with clean water.

Our economy depends on our agriculture and mining industry where our clean water can become contaminated by run-

of fs. Our many government agencies carefully monitor |thes:c
ders through our valley, sediment, bacteria, and phosphorous are added from a variety of sources and water quality suf-
fers downstreamo, according to the Lower Boise Watershed (

Unfortunately, it is the suburban homeowners that contaminate our soil and water far more than our industries. We
spray our trees for bugs, we over-fertilize our lawns and gardens, but we have beautiful weed free lawns and flower
beds.

Boise is fortunate to have the Boise Watershed Environmental Education Center (boisewatershed@cityofboise.org or
www.BoiseEnvironmentalEducation.org) and the Foothills Learning Center (flc-parks@cityofboise.org) where our school
children go on tours. They have free hands-on science and environmental lessons for every grade level. When in
Boise, take a tour of these two facilities, which are open Monday to Saturday. You might be surprised what you will
learn from their hands-on exhibits. Another source of information is the evening or lunch hour programs by Idaho Rivers
United (www.idahorivers.org) attended mostly by adults.

The Boise Watershed has had a display at our 36" Street flower show and will come to a garden club meeting as a
speaker or have a meeting in their free conference room which seats 40 people.

Sandra Ford , Report to the Fall Board Meeting, October 2011

Civic Development

As your state chair for civic Development, I find our |Nati

Nati onal Garden Cl ubs, l nc. President Shirley S. Ni collai I
cial project for her 2011 1 2013 administration. This is a project in which we can all participate and receive recognition.
It has three categories: Gardens with Edibles, Container Gardens, and Trees and Shrubs.

Garden Clubs serve communities in a most visible way when they provide plantings for public and special places.
These plantings can beautify, have environmental value or provide sustenance. There are almost 6,000 garden clubs
across our country. This national project is broad in scope, so that existing community projects can be enlarged, past
projects can be refurbished, and new projects can be created. The potential contribution of club members, one club at a
time, is enormous.

| invite you to take part in this display of community service, to document projects with before and after digital photo-
graphs, and to complete the interactive form on the NGC website www.gardenclub.org. After entering the site, click on
Special Projects and choose Project Plantings from the list for information.

Citations will be presented to all garden clubs, districts and regions. State Garden Clubs may also receive awards.

Dotty Hurd, Chairman, Civic Development

GCIl Website Report

It is always pleasing to see something that one takes pride in maintaining being appreciated and
& used so regularly. The results for this year demonstrate that our Website continues to be a source

% Of help, guidance and information, giving pleasure to so many of our members and visitors.
i

Web page statistics to October show that we regu
> typically lead to more than 250 actual visits. These figures are well above average for a site in this
Phil Martin category. Well done, and spread the word!

As always, we welcome any comments and suggestions on how we can improve the site and are always willing to pub-
lish any Stories, Events and of course Photographs from your own Club activities. Just drop us an email with the attach-
ment(s) to the address below, and share it with all our members! For help with any Computer/Internet or similar prob-
lems, please do not hesitate to contact me: Phil Martin, GCIl Webmaster at webmaster@qcii.org
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FIVE AMENDMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP VOTE AT THE GCIl JUNE 2012 CONVENTION
(Each amendment will require a yes or no vote by the membership in order to modify the GCII Policies and Procedures
6Bl ue Booké. Club Presidents need to assemble proxly Voc

1. RENAME AND EXPAND THE GCII CIVIC DEVELOPMENT AWARD

Di scussion: See page 87 of the GCIIl o06Blue Book?d. Awa njld # .
and expense funds will be added as described below. The intent is to be more in consonant with our mission to pro-
mote civic beautification through community improvement projects.

GCII Civic Improvement Award

To recognize permanent improvement for the public benefit via the development of public gardens. The pro-
gram may be continuous but must have an advanced degree of completion prior to making application.

Two awards are to be given each year if eligible applications are received. The award will be granted to cover

material expenses up to $200 each. Receipts must be submitted to document expenses along with a book of
evidence including pictures to show progress of the project.

2. EXPAND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GARDEN CLUB PERSON OF THE YEAR AWARD

Di scussion: See page 87 of the GCII o6Blue Book. d Awanjd #
and expanded to recognize the exceptional accomplishments of the recipient.

GCII Garden Club Person of the Year Award

To recognize exceptional accomplishments and leadership that further the advancement and appreciation of
horticulture. Entrants will be judged with respect to accomplishment of the GCIl mission and leadership dem-
onstrated at the Club, District and/or State level.

One award of $50 will be presented each year.

(Continued on page 6)

SE District Meeting, Idaho Falls, October 8

Ellen Jorgensen and
Patty Huston at the
Registration Table

Program fiBees, Marvelous Beeso by Ton

Vice District Director Marsha Jensen Members enjoying a cup of cider Chris Stone, Timekeeper
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3. MODIFY AND EXPAND DESCRIPTION OF THE PROXY STATEMENT FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING

Di scussion: See page 60 of the GCII 6Blue Book. & The
tom of the annual Membership Form for your approval) is to ensure that the club officer holding proxy can best convey
the (yes/ no) interests of the persons represented. I

member information.

PROXY STATEMENT FOR ANNUAL MEETING (included in the GCIl Membership Form):

Club payment of Membership dues to GCII for a Member ﬂ
bership Form constitutes the giving of the Memberds v
the absence of the Member to the following designee:
sent from the Annual Meeting, to the Memberoés Club Vi
dent are absent, to the Me mbistictDsrectbriisalsentfrorh theDAnnua Meaetog, to i
another Member so designated by the District Director.

In an election year, the voting proxy is given to a prior year officer as specified. In a non -election year, the vot-

ing proxy is given to a current officer (Club President, Club Vice President, District Director or designated
Member.)

PROXY VOTING DEFINED
GCll Byl aws specify that AA Member may vote either in

Voting by proxy occurs when an authorized person acts as the agent for the voting member who will not be
present at a specific meeting. A proxy transfers authority to act for another. It gives the Proxy Holder the right
to vote as he or she sees fit on any business that may be brought before the membership at a meeting.

GCl 1 6s Proxy Vote is only to be used at the GCII Annud

Club Presidents will be notified when a vote will be required. Each Club President will go to their active Club
members and obtain each member s vote. The members ma

If the Club President is attending the State Convention, the Club President shall take the Proxy Votes to the
State Convention. It the Club President does not go to the State Convention, the Proxy Votes shall be taken to
the State Convention by the Club Vice President. In the case where neither will be attending the State Conven-
tion, the Proxy Votes shall be given to the District Director of their respective District. A member attending the
State Convention shall vote in person.

At State Convention, if a new motion comes to the floor, the Proxy Holder (Club President, Club Vice President
or District Director) has the authority to vote in the best interests of their members.

GCIl has a general proxy as the GCIlI Bylaws have no defining voting instructions or limitations. A general

Proxy Hol der should be someone that can be trusted to
berdéds interests. A gener al proxy can accommodate the
that are new or modified and could not be published.

(Continued on page 7)

Value work. But not any kind of work. Ask yourself,
ils the work vital, strengthejning my own
inspiring others, or helping the world? Author Unknown
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Jerry and Robyn McCarthy &
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4. EXPAND DESCRIPTI ON OF PRESIDENT&6S AND VI CH| PR

Di scussion: See page 42 of the GCII O6Blue Bookd. Tr avel |
pectations for the GCII President and Vice President, and to establish payment of travel expenses to the extent funds
are available. Travel for the GCII Vice President is added because it is important the Vice President be groomed, gain
experience and develop relationships at the State, Regional and National level that are necessary for a successful term
as GCIl President.

Add under Presidentodés Duties:
Attendance at State/District Meetings

Attendance at certain State/District functions as noted below is mandatory. Unless otherwise specified, GCII

wi | | pay for the Presidentds expenses at these meetings t
Travel Fund.
e Attend State Annual Meeting (Convention) every year. TF

registration and housing.

e Attend the Fal/l Board Meeting every year. GCI | pays| for
e Attend at | east one District Meeting outside his/ her|fff hor
during the first year of his/her term. The expenses| (r ¢

District Meetings shall be paid by the host District. GCII shall not incur any costs for attendance at home
District Meetings.

Attendance at Pacific Region/NGC Meetings:

e The GCII President shall attend the Pacific Region Annual Convention and the NGC Annual Convention.

Add under Vice Presidentodos Duti es:
Attendance at State/District Meetings

Attendance at certain State/District functions as noted below is mandatory. Unless otherwise specified, GCII
wi || pay for the Vice Presidentds expenses at these meglet i |
Presidentds Travel Fund.

e Attend State Annual Meeting (Convention) and attend the Fall Board Meeting every year.

e Attend at | east one District Meeting outside his/ her
bly during the second year of his/ her term. The exple
mandatory District Meetings shall be paid by the host District. GCII shall not incur any costs for attendance
at home District Meetings.

j en
”n o
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Attendance at Pacific Region/NGC Meetings:

e The GCII Vice President shall attend the Pacific Region Annual Convention and the NGC Annual Conven-
tion in the second year of his/her term.

5. AMEND EXISTING DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESIDENTS DUTIES

GCIl | 6Bl ue Booko6. Thiljls i

Di scussion: See page 42 of the
t he Di s tnreil] becaudd ateendannegequaire-t €fn d a |

Of ficer Dutiesd6 that removes
ments are already delineated in item 4, above.

The PRESIDENT shall preside at all meetings of GCII; shall appoint an Auditor, a Parliamentarian, an Historian,
a Corresponding Secretary and the Past President Advisor; shall appoint Chairmen for all standing and special

Committees including the Chairman of the Nominating Committee; [ shall attend at least one District meeting of
each District per year; ] shall be an ex -officio Member of all Committees with the exception of the nominating
committee; shall serve as editor -in-c hi ef of AfGem State Gardenerso and glhall

that official publication.




CW District Meeting, Kendrick, October 20

Raina Weyen, President of hosting club, Hill and Valley
Garden Club

Edith Cole (R) presents a Community Volunteer
Award to Darlene Norden

Cathy Mosher of Orofino Flower

Shop gives the program Donna Weyen and Idaho Quilt

District Director Jodene Caldwell conducts the meeting

A Visit with Edith Cole of the Clearwater District and her Marvelous Award -Winning Mums!

Edith Cole, Master Flower Show Judge

W*AMM$MMMM$MMM$M§£
Happy Holi days everyone#4«fron

Kami ah, Kooskia and t it
Lorraine Smith, President , Valley Garden Club
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Flower Show School Course Il 7 Moscow

A Flower Show School Course Il was held in Moscow 27- 29. Ten students took the course for credit (to become a
judge) and four others to increase their skills. Instructors were Marva Lee Perterschick, Horticulture and Mary Lou
Waitz, Design. A Master Panel comprising an instructor and two Accredited Judges scored students creations.

Mary Lou with a Creative Design
featuring moderate abstraction Creative Design featuring
minor abstraction

Marva Lee teaches herbs

Idaho Horticultural Society Fall Flower Show & Boise

The Idaho Horticultural Society held a Standard Flower Show September 17 and 18 at the 36" Street
Garden Center in Boise. The theme was fASchool
. ing ABC, Lunch Break and Time Out. Seminars were also offered on Saturday, September 17, one
% an hour for four hours. They were attended by 10 to 20 people. The design seminar had the largest
attendance. Judges were Harriet Calverley (Merry Tillers Garden Club), Allen Dietz (Ada Gardeners)

and Bessie Skinner (Golden Garden Club).

¥ Allen Dietz

Miniature Flower Designs

Harriet Calverley Bessie Skinner

A BIG THANK YOU to the Ada Gardeners for making the SW District fall meeting such a
success.We couldn't do it without everyone working as a teankven if you didn't actively participate
we know you were thinking of us and rooting for us.

Beth Suhr, President, Ada Gardeners Garden Club
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