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An important reason to have 501(c)(3) tax exempt status for GCII  is to attract more donor monetary  contributions  and therefore enable GCII to more successfully fulfill its mission to promote horticulture application and education. To become a ‘qualified organization’, most organizations (other than churches and governments) must apply to the IRS, detailing their mission and objectives, and be approved.   GCII has successfully accomplished this and is a 501(c)(3) ‘qualified organization’.  

There are at least two reasons why deductible contributions to GCII must be centralized at the state level.  They both have to do with ‘qualified organization’ income tax reporting requirements.  

First, donor contributions to GCII must be given by name to ‘’Garden Clubs of Idaho, Inc.’ and not to the specific garden club in order to be deductible.    GCII, in turn, must report these contributions on their yearly IRS tax return, which lists its Employer Identification Number (EIN).  (The analogy is that your Security Number is only associated with your name and no other.)  Therefore, in order to track all contributions, they must be mailed to the GCII Treasurer who keeps an accurate accounting.  
Second, donors cannot deduct a deductible cash contribution unless they keep records to prove to IRS the amount of their contribution.  Cash contribution records are normally a check or statement that shows the name of the qualified organization, date, and amount may suffice.  Alternatively, a receipt or letter or other written communication from the qualified organization showing name, date, and amount can be used as proof of donation.  Again, centralization of contributions to GCII enables the GCII treasurer (and IRS) to keep an accurate accounting of contributions for tax reporting purposes.  The GCII treasurer also issues a tax letter acknowledging the contribution to the donor for the donor’s tax records.
BOTTOM LINE.  Donor deductible contributions intended for any specific garden club must be donated to ‘Garden Clubs of Idaho, Inc.’ by name and be deposited by the GCII Treasurer into its bank account.  The Treasurer then issues a check back to the specific garden club for that amount and a letter detailing the amount for the donor tax records.  A centralized system is the only realistic way to keep track of deductible contributions given to GCII garden clubs for its tax reporting purposes.   

