501(c)(3) STATUS

GCII VOLUNTEER EXPENSES

Tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations are qualified to allow certain itemized, tax-deductible out-of-pocket expenses for active volunteers.

Garden Clubs of Idaho, Inc. (GCII) is a 501(c) (3) tax-exempt (“qualified”) organization.  Thus, active volunteers who itemize deductions and use Schedule A of Form 1040 can deduct itemized out-of-pocket expenses when volunteering for GCII state or district functions (but not individual club functions unless that club has its own 501(c)(3) exemption).  

Deductible expenses must be:

· Unreimbursed

· Directly connected with the volunteer services

Conventions:  As a chosen representative at GCII State Conventions and Board Meetings, you can deduct:

· Actual unreimbursed expenses for travel and transportation

· Air, rail, bus

· Out-of-pocket car expenses (or 14 cents per mile in 2009)

· Taxi fares to final destination

· Reasonable amount for meals and lodging when it is necessary to be away from home overnight while performing the volunteer services

· NOT personal expenses or expenses for spouse or children

· NOT personal pleasure, recreation or vacation expenses

Volunteers must be active in a genuine and substantial sense (not ‘nominal’ duties, for example, simply voting).  Attendance alone does not qualify for this deduction.  

If you have only nominal duties or do not have any duties for significant parts of the trip, you cannot deduct your travel expenses.

You cannot deduct personal, living, or family expenses such as the cost of meals you eat while you perform services for a qualified organization unless it is necessary for you to be away from home overnight while performing these services.

Travel : 

Car travel expenses you can deduct:

· Cost of gas and oil or 14 cents per mile in 2009

· Parking fees and tolls 
· NOT general repair or maintenance expenses

General Restrictions:  

You cannot deduct:

· Value of your personal  time

· Personal, living or family expenses

· Value of the benefit received

· Contributions to individuals

· Contributions to nonqualified organizations

· Contributions from which you benefit
COMPLETE TAX DETAILS INCLUDING LIMITATIONS AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS ARE IN IRS PUBLICATION 17 ‘YOUR FEDERAL INCOME TAX’ AND IRS PUBLICATION 526 ‘CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS’.

