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I want to start out with “we made it!” Spring is here and a 
feeling of renewal is in the air. It has warmed up quickly 
this year, so I am getting a jump on my yard.  As I am doing 
cleanup, I’m thinking of all the struggles we have overcome 
this last year. We lost two club presidents to cancer alone. I 
worked with and came to know them both.  
 
I want to put a special shout out to the members that     
continued to meet, used Zoom or participated in so many 
ways that might have felt unnoticed.  I’m proud of Garden 
Clubs of Idaho and all that we persevered and yet remained 
intact and together. Because being together is what it’s 
about. That was very evident during our SW District     
Meeting March 28th hosted by the Owyhee Gardeners GC 
this year.  What an impressive display of creativity and 
teamwork that all came together to make a most enjoyable 
day. 
 
I am receiving at least two emails a week by people new to 
Idaho asking where the closest club to them is located.  I 
always direct them to our GCII.org website, and now with 
the added gallery that Karen Martin suggested we are going 
to be even more visible. Please send completed club project 
pictures to Lisa Artiga or me to have them posted on our 
webpage. We also have a calendar of events on our website 
where we need to post our upcoming meetings and contact 
numbers for newcomers.  
 
I know we are all looking forward to our upcoming plant 
sales and club projects.  I want to thank everyone that has 
been so helpful to me this last year and for all your hard 
work and ongoing dedication to Garden Clubs of Idaho. 
 
State President, Karen Jean Lowe 

April  2022  
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—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Nezperce Garden Club                                                                        

By Rosalea Figgins, President 

In December we had a potluck Christmas Dinner at Marie Elven’s country home. She had all the        
trimmings up for Christmas.  The ham and rest of the food was delicious.  A good time was had by all     
as  we enjoyed a white elephant gift exchange and dessert.   
 
In January we put together Valentine gifts for the craft fair that was scheduled for February 12th in 
Nezperce at the Eller Building.  We made a lot of gifts that the young people could purchase for their 
moms that were affordable 

 
On February 12th we displayed our Valentine crafts and 
also held our annual bake sale to raise funds for the    
scholarship fund.  Despite many conflicting events going 
on that day we still raised $347.00 for the fund. No wonder 
with the delicious baked goods the club members brought. 
                                                                                                                             

 
 

In March we went to the Rosalea’s home and had corned 
beef and cabbage.  Candace Starkweather who is heading up 
the improvements to the new park gave a talk on plans for 
the summer for it.  First of all we had to rename the Park as 
the city has the Memorial Park.  We decided on  the 
Nezperce Garden Club Blue Star Commemorative Park.  
The club talked about roses in the park, an arbor with   
climbing clematis, hostas of different varieties  under the 
trees and possibly Hollyhocks.  Work will resume in late 
April.    
 
A picnic bench is being built by the Nezperce School Shop 
Class. Here they are cutting metal for the picnic table frame 
which will hold a plaque honoring the family that donated 
the money to make this park update and restoration possible. 
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Valley Garden Club 

By Stevie Westberg in cooperation with 
Publicity Chairman, Linda Morrison 

 
Here in the Clearwater Valley, our club has been very cautious in gathering for meetings as we have         
experienced the loss of one of our dear members, Pam Laird to Covid.  Longtime member, Dana Keyser also 
passed suddenly, from natural causes.  It gave us pause and we re-examined how we should proceed.         
We cancelled our winter meetings, gathering again in May for an outdoor program on planting herbs         
presented by Linda Morrison.  In June, Nan Vance offered an excellent power point program on identifying 
native trees.  

 
 
 Here are club’s highlights for 2021: 
 
 We held our annual plant sale in May at 
 our new location in Kooskia City Park.   
 It was a successful event which turned 
 out to be an improvement over our      
 original location in downtown Kooskia. 
 
 
 

Our annual July luncheon took place in Orofino at “Dining on the Edge” along the Clearwater River.         
August meeting was our annual members fund raising auction. 
 
Mason Bee chairman, Stevie Westberg had great success with the bees last spring pollinating Cortland     
Apple, Rainier Cherry, and Santa Rosa plum trees with an abundance of fruit to share. 
 
Several of our members participate in the farmers markets here in the valley and one of them,                   
Lynn Churchill, donates all proceeds to the club treasury so that we may help fund yearly scholarships and 
our local women’s abuse center.  The club also continues to support our local food banks along with the 
“Adopt A Highway” cleanup day, twice yearly. 
 
We were grateful to be given a generous grant from National Garden Club for our                                    
“Plant America Community Project.”  We have created a “Welcome Flower Garden” coming into the      
City of Kamiah with perennials for pollinators along with annuals for additional summer color. We also        
installed an irrigation system along with a beautiful bench and arbor.   

   Beauty of Livermere Oriental Poppies Lenette Smith Dahlias 
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———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

Valley Garden Club News, continued 

A request was made for us to do some flower arrangements for an outdoor “celebration of life” for          
Jean Carroll, a longtime member who we lost in late 2020.  It was a very special event put on by Jean’s 
daughter, Elna Otto.  We were honored to be asked to do flowers.   
 
Three of our members, Linda Morrison, Leann Wicks, and Lenette Smith planted a Flowering Crabapple 
tree in honor and remembrance of Master Flower Show Judge, Edith Cole, in her home town of Pomeroy.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In December, for our Xmas bingo party, we gathered indoors.  It was great to see so many members and 
catch up on news.  These last two years have been quite a challenge for so many and we continue to work 
through it and stay healthy.  

Flower Show Judges Linda Morrison, Leann Wicks, 

Lenette Smith, and Joyce Parr pictured above. 

Flowering Crabapple tree planted in remembrance  

of Master Flower Show Judge, Edith Cole.  

From left to right Carol Entze and                            

Bonnie Konrad Wilson of All Season’s Garden 

Club and Flower Show Judges Lenette Smith, 

Leann Wicks and Linda Morrison.  
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Southeast District 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our garden club friends throughout the state.  This year really has 

flown by and it’s hard to believe we will be writing 2022 on everything in just a couple of weeks. 

The Idaho Falls Garden Club has stayed busy this fall. They met at Kay Rose’s house in September to create 
some fun arrangements from flowers grown in their gardens.  They took a break and had no meeting in October. 
Roberts Town and Country Garden Club was to have the district meeting, in October, but extenuating              
circumstances made it so there was no meeting.  Stephanie Kelsey opened her home for their meeting in        
November to watch a PBS program titled “The Secret Life of Trees”.  Judy Dench narrated parts of the program 
which the club highly recommends for viewing.  December found the club meeting at Janice Zabriskie’s for a 
Christmas party.  Special guests to the party were our state president Karen Lowe and her niece.  A great time 
was had by all.   Karen posted some pictures on the website if you want to see more pictures. 

Roberts Town and Country Garden Club finally got their water feature put in at the corner of the city park.  
When the city finishes the sidewalks around the park, the club will landscape the area from the sidewalk to the 
fence going to the water feature on both sides and the water feature itself.  The pots of flowers that were put out 
for the summer were cleaned out, picked up along with the planters and stored at the old high school to be used 
next year.  Flower beds around the entrance stones were also cleaned and readied for winter.  

The Love of Growing Garden Club in Twin Falls has one request that S.E. District would like to share with all 

clubs throughout the state.  Debbie Burke, their president, has terminal cancer.  She just got a packet of seed 

from Snake River Seeds.  She would like to have a get-together in May, in her honor for a memorial planting at 

the Minidoka Wildlife Refuge, which has been near and dear to her heart.  Please keep this in mind for one of 

your club’s spring activities. More information will be sent out when it is available.  She wants to thank all of you 

for your prayers.  
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———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

Southwest District 

Golden Garden Club                                                                  

By Pamela Lowe, President 

We have a busy year scheduled! 

We will be having our annual plant sale on April 29th and 30th.   

Upcoming meetings will include a garden party, a tour of the MK Nature center, and a tour of Red 

Chair Lavender farms. 

We most recently had a great meeting at Boise Watershed and had Advanced Master Gardener 

Rod Haars give a presentation on Insect Identification.   

Here is a photo from our February meeting which was held at North End Organic Nursery 
(NEON).  We had an excellent presentation on Houseplant Care by Greg Mattson. 

Greg Mattson, NEON 
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—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Nampa Garden Club                                                                  

By Sharon Viorel, President 

Nampa Garden Club is very active in the Penny Pines program.  At the beginning of the year, 
we had enough club member donations for another plantation.  It was decided the plantation 
would be made in honor of club member JoAnn Schoonover for her hard work and dedication to 
the club.  JoAnn is instrumental in the planning and execution of the Festival of Trees project.  
Thank you JoAnn!!  

Planning is underway for the annual Plant and Yard Sale to be held on May 7, 2022.  Members 
are busy starting and dividing plants.  Many ladies are especially talented and we will have 
plenty of handmade crafts for sale at the event.  These crafts were a big hit at last years’ sale.     

Charlene Hammons gave a presentation to the club about her trip to the Red Hills Desert      
Garden in St. George, Utah.  This is a lovely botanical garden and Charlene’s photos will no 
doubt encourage club members to plan a visit on their next vacation. 

At our latest meeting, Diane Talsma, Certified Consulting Rosarian, gave a presentation about 
roses.  Diane spoke about proper pruning and diseases that sometimes affect our roses.  She is 
extremely knowledgeable and was well received by the club.  She is an excellent resource for 
all things roses! 

Nampa Garden Club had a wonderful time at the Spring District Meeting.  Two of our members, 
Louisa Cone and Bonnie Winters, participated in the program.  Louisa showed us how to make 
special, decorative garnishes in her presentation, “We Eat With Our Eyes”.  She demonstrated 
garnishes using ordinary food items such as oranges and tomatoes.  Bonnie gave “Garden 
Hints” and showed us how to use very inexpensive, everyday items in our gardens.  Most of the 
items were ordinary things that can be found at her favorite place….Dollar Store! 

                             Bonnie Winters 

                             “Garden Hints” 

Louisa Cone 

“We Eat With Our Eyes” 
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—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Nampa Garden Club News, continued 

At the District Meeting, we were honored by Garden Clubs of Idaho with awards for two of our 
programs.  The first was for Civic Improvement for our care of the Veterans Garden at Nampa 
City Hall.  Thank you Charlene Hammons for taking the lead on this project and keeping us on 
top of the garden.  The second was for the Nampa Garden Club Facebook page.  Special thanks 
to Jeanette Corso, the club’s Facebook Administrator. She does a wonderful job ensuring       
pictures and event information are posted to the page.  

 

 

Nampa Garden Club wishes to thank the          
Owyhee    Gardeners for a wonderful, fun filled day.  
The planning and professionalism displayed at the 
Spring District Meeting was incredible.  

 

  

                              

Nampa Garden Club is busy planning the Fall District Meeting which will be held as follows.   
 

“Enjoying Summer Harvest…..Garden to Table” 

Monday, September 26, 2022 

Valley Shepherd Nazarene Church in Meridian 

Be sure to save the date! 
 

We look forward to an enjoyable and productive summer! 
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———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

GCII Committee News 

ARBOR DAY 

By Robyn McCarthy, Arboretums and Botanical Gardens Chair 

As pioneers from the eastern states began moving into the Nebraska Territory, they missed seeing 
their trees.  Not only did they miss their trees, but they needed them for windbreaks to keep the 
soil in place, for fuel and building materials and for shade from the hot sun. 

A newspaper editor and resident of Nebraska City, NE named Sterling Morton had a vision for 
trees and urged individuals and civic groups to plant them.  When he became secretary of the    
Nebraska Territory, he spread the message of the value of trees.  On January 4,1872, Morton first 
proposed a tree planting holiday to be called “Arbor Day” at a meeting of the State Board of        
Agriculture. 

 

A celebration date was set for April 10, 1872.  Prizes were offered to counties and individuals for 
the largest number of properly planted trees on that day.  It was estimated that more than               
1 million trees were planted.  In 1874 Arbor Day was officially proclaimed by Nebraska’s Governor, 
Robert W. Furnas, and in Nebraska April 22 was selected 
as the date for its permanent annual observance. By 1882 
schoolchildren were planting trees on Arbor Day and 
learning of their importance. By 1920 more than 45 states 
and territories were celebrating Arbor Day.  

 

Today the most common date for all 50 states to celebrate 
Arbor Day is the last Friday in April, but some states 
choose a date to coincide with the best tree planting 
weather.  It can be a date from January and February in 
the south to May in the far north.  This year Arbor Day in 
Idaho is celebrated Friday, April 29. 
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—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

——————- 

2021 Garden Clubs of Idaho, Inc. Awards 

Chinden Gardeners Club                                                                                                                                         

10a Civic Improvement              1st Place $200                 

                      Total $200 

Hill & Valley Garden Club                        

10a Civic Improvement     1st Place  $200                    

11b Yearbook – (21-30 members)    1st Place $100                                        

23a Continued Education/Scholarship/Fundraiser      1st Place $100  

           Total $400 

Nampa Garden Club                      

10a Civic Improvement     2nd Place         $50                 

22a Publication (Club Facebook)    2nd Place            $50    

                       Total $100 

Valley Garden Club                        

11c Yearbook – (30-40 members)    1st Place            $100                 

22a Publication (Club Facebook)    1st Place            $100   

                        Total $200 

                     Grand Total $900 

Awards 

By LeeAnn McMaster, Chair 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 
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———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

Membership 

By Karen Martin, Chair 

 Recruit – Retention - Revitalization 

 National Garden Club is focusing time and resources to help local garden clubs. 

Membership Mondays are free to all garden club members. The meeting is held as a 

ZOOM event, second Monday of each month at 2:00 PM Eastern Time (Noon for most 

of Idaho and 11 am for northern Idaho.) Each month features a guest speaker to present 

a different topic. Topics focus on recruiting new members, retention of members and 

ways to revitalize clubs.   

 Haven’t attended a Membership Monday meeting before and don’t know what 

has been presented that could help your club – NGC has a library of videos of past   

Membership Monday meetings that you can watch at your convenience. Two future 

meetings are already scheduled for April and May that you can register to attend a live 

presentation.  

 Register to attend by simply going to the gardenclub.org website.  Click on 

Member Resources, which is at the top of the page, and then Membership Mondays to 

register. Past presentations are available under the Member Resources Library. Click on 

the link to each video topic for recruiting, retention and revitalization.  

 National Garden Club has provided a lot of good information for all club        

members.  Clubs should always be recruiting; clubs need to do what it takes to keep 

members happy and motivated. Take some time and cruise the National Garden Club 

website to see not only videos on membership, but also tools to help answer questions 

about social media and more.  

 The website has resources and helpful tidbits about Parliamentary Procedures 

available for Club Presidents.  Check out Videos, More NGC Fun, and watch a video    

titled Christmas show, a tour of a garden club members home. Click on Flower Show            

Photography; see stunning photographs of flowers with commentary of the photo.       

Nation Garden Club website, a resource helping clubs learn and grow for the future.  

Let’s LEARN, GROW, CONNECT, AND SERVE as we PLANT AMERICA  
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Native Plants, Backyard Habitats & Pollinators 

By Karen Martin, Co-Chair 

Hardscape in the Garden 

Hardscape gives structure, dimension and adds 

decoration to the landscape. The  surfaces that   

we appreciate in the landscape can also be                

appreciated by pollinators.         

 A landscape with structural elements           

provides pollinators more places to rest, 

warm up, or hide.  

Nooks and crannies in natural and manmade 

crevices, such as those in stone structures,     

rockwork, concrete and brick, provide places for 

nests, hideouts and shelter from the weather.                          

Dry-stack stone walls (stones laid without 

mortar) are especially good for burrowing   

insects and potential hibernation sites. Gaps 

and holes in wooden structures and fences are 

sites to hide and nest. Fence posts, trellises 

and other structural high points inside the 

garden are lookout spots for pollinators.  
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Native Plants, Backyard Habitats & Pollinators 

By Karen Martin, Co-Chair  continued 

                                                                               

Providing stakes, branches or bamboo poles 

stuck in the ground amongst flowers can be a 

perch for butterflies and birds. The perch can 

be a home base to rest, a watchtower to spot 

danger or a place to see rivals approaching. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterflies use east and south-facing structures for basking.  Walls, stepping stones 

or pavement provide a surface for butterflies to soak up the warmth.  Rocks provide 

nesting and hiding places.  Some pollinators hide underneath rocks for more moist 

environments, while others             

appreciate the gaps between rocks.   

Adding rocks, boulders and flat 

stones to an existing perennial      

border enhances habitat. Survey  

your landscape and see how many  

elements you may have already, or 

think where you could add some     

elements that you and the pollinators 

could appreciate.  
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Youth Gardening 

By Lorna Inglet, Co-Chair 

Youth and gardening, it’s a natural match and Spring is a great season to help both sprout!  
Gardens are a wonderful place to cultivate a meaningful and fun learning experience for 
youth. Gardening offers youth an opportunity to learn life processes of plants, insects,         
amphibians and fish as well as responsibility, caretaking and environmental awareness.     
Gardening will help grow youth’s perception of where food comes from and hopefully help    
to develop healthy eating habits. 
 
To help youth get excited about gardening, try 
to find gardening tools that fit their size. I  was 
lucky to find sturdy, kid-size, gardening tools 
at the dollar store in bright primary colors and 
a basket to carry them in. Also, I couldn’t resist 
the wind spinners which will not only add   
color but interest and fun. In the garden, let 
the youth know they have a small patch that 
belongs to them.  A 3x3 foot area is a great 
starting point. In this area the youth can        
decide what will be grown and can experiment 
without having an impact on the larger        
garden. Make the garden fun by adding a    
pole-bean teepee or other small enclosure. 
 
Youth enjoy plants that have strong smells, grow quickly and are easy to recognize. Larger 
seeds are easier for small hands to handle; sunflower, peas and pumpkins.  Radishes and  
cherry tomatoes grow quickly and can be snacked on for instant gratification. The number 
one thing to remember is to keep it FUN! 

 
 
Gardening can provide different forms of engagement 
for youth. Won’t you engage with youth and share with 
them your knowledge and benefits you receive from 
gardening? 
 
Reminder: National Arbor Day is April 29 and my 22 year 
old Son is still very proud to share an apple off of HIS 
tree HE planted many years ago. 
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Penny Pines December 2021 

By Claudia Hambacker, Pacific Region Chair 

 
Hello all, 
 
  I will be your Regional Penny Pines Chairperson 2021-2023.  I want to thank Regional Director 
Lana Finegold who appointed me to become the Pacific Region Penny Pines Chairperson and to Terry 
Critchlow for contacting and asking me to fill this responsibility.  Penny Pines is a program of special 
interest since my early garden club days. I come from a family of Volunteer Firefighters and family who 
were professional Foresters. Dad was a volunteer firefighter in my small hometown of Keyser, West 
Virginia for 45 years and fought many brush fires and small fires in the forests.  My twin was educated 
as a Forester and my Uncle was the Supervising Ranger of Forests for four Western Maryland counties.   
My son works at the National Interagency Fire Center and is a trained Hot Shot firefighter in addition to 
working as a program manager in the area of GIS and GPS.  
 
 After moving to Boise my husband and I had the opportunity to volunteer with Idaho Fish and 
Game. We helped plant seedlings by hand in burned areas and help to collect seed, mostly bitterbrush 
and sagebrush  This volunteer experience opened our eyes to just how tenuous our forests are.  Fire,        
infestations, severe drought and climate change are wreaking havoc on our forests and are some of the 
areas to be  address over the next two years.  
  
 All types of seeds collected provide the renewal of growth and are a necessary harvest. But what 
happens to these seeds after they are collected? Where do they go? Where are seedlings grown? Why is 
it important to ensure seedlings are returned to their native geographical habitat? 
  
 What are the other threats to our forests? What is being done to help address these threats? Does 
severe drought have effect on trees and can they recover? How many years of sustained drought does it 
take to have a devastating effect on our forests? Have we lost too many years of not managing climate 
change and can we recover from it now? What should we do and what can we do to help Mother Nature?    
   
 I will be contacting State Presidents, Treasurers and Penny Pines Chairs attempting to determine 
how many Penny Pines Plantations Pacific Region Garden Clubs have supported, please respond. As of 
September, 2021 there have been 45,510, an increase of 1000 since I began this article.  Fires have    
consumed 5,609,865 acres and more than 18,795 men and women have worked these fires. The cost in 
2020 a staggering $2,274,000,000 and the cost of 2021 is not known. These stats came from the National    
Interagency Fire Center.   As we know climate change it is only going to worsen  
           
 Garden clubs are known for flower arranging, beautiful public gardens and education.  However, 
in 1997 NGC implemented the National Disaster Grant.  Its purpose, is to replant parks, municipal     
gardens and other garden related sites due to natural disasters caused by floods, hurricanes, earthquakes, 
tornadoes, ice storms and wildfires.  Grants of up $5,000 per project may be awarded.  Our mission 
statement and the Conservation pledge are the “word glue” that continues to be applicable today.           
We will continue to work toward civic and environmental responsibility and conserve the natural       
resources of the planet earth and promise to promote education so we may become caretakers of our air, 
water, forest, land, and wildlife." 
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Penny Pines December 2021 

By Claudia Hambacker, Pacific Region Chair continued 

  Many thanks to Chris Schmidt, Account Assistant at National Garden Club headquarters, who was 

able to provide information of the total number of Plantations from the Pacific Region Garden Club from 

June 2020 to November 2021. There were 319 Plantations for a total contribution of $21,592.00.          

Individual States are listed below from most to least. 

 

State       Plantations Monetary Amount      

1.  Oregon           183                  $12,444.00  

2.  Washington      54             $  3,672.00 

3.  California          52       $  3,536.00 

4.  Arizona             12                $     816.00 

5.  Nevada             10     $     680.00 

6.  Idaho                    7             $     476.00 

7.  Alaska                  1             $       68.00 

8.  Hawaii             0             $            00 

  

 It is important to note that Oregon gave many honorarium and memorial plantations.  This is an 

excellent way to increase your State’s numbers and something other States may wish to consider.  An 

Honorarium thank you to  speakers at State or District meetings is an excellent way to provide lasting 

recognition of the speaker’s presentation or an individual who has worked especially hard on a project or 

someone who has given generously of their time, talents, or contribution.  In January of 2023 the        

numbers from January 2022 through December 2022 will be reviewed and posted.   We will then be able 

to keep an accurate year to year accounting for States and the Pacific Region Garden Club.  

      

 In the previous article I began to ask questions about the Penny Pines program and why it is           

important for each and every club to participate. This is a short historical summary. In the 1930’s a Forest 

Service Employee, Margret March-Mount, came up with the idea of “simple funding”.  A method that 

would encourage clubs and children’s organizations to participate in replanting forests.  In 1939 the    

Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) decided to promote the program as a part of its 50th   

Golden Jubilee Anniversary and in 1941 it became a statewide conservation program in California.         

National Garden Club partnered with the Forest Service in 2004 and the NGC Penny Pines program was 

born. Today approximately 200 seedlings can be planted with each contribution of $68.00.  The Pacific 

Region Garden Clubs helped to  plant 63,800 seedlings at a cost of about $3.00 each.  A recent article in 

Nature Conservancy estimated that 3 billion trees will need to planted each year to reforest 64 million 

acres in the United States in order to contain the carbon dioxide produced in 2040.  Currently the United 

State Forest Service produces and plants 1.3 billion.  So we need to at least double our numbers.        

 

See my next article in the August edition of the Gem State Gardener entitled “Precious Seeds”.    
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Why we should be part of National! 

I invite each garden club member to refer to the National Garden Club website at                     
http:/garden.org/  It’s filled with valuable information about NGC. 
 

The Member Resources section is where the Video Café is located. 
The recording of the Leadership workshop held in March is in the café. 
Questions that are sometimes asked are highlighted below with responses. 
Why should you join a garden club? 

For assistance in achieving your goals, camaraderie, and especially to have fun. 
An opportunity for clubs, states, and NGC to work together to be a force for good. 
Why should a club or state be a member of the National Garden Clubs, Inc? 

You will be joining a large organization that can provide a vast array of opportunities. 
Personal Growth: through continuing education with NGC’s various schools and webinars. 
Leadership development: NGC assists and encourages members to accept new                 

responsibilities and develop new skills such as conducting efficient and meaningful                
meetings, parliamentary procedures, financial, organizational, project development, and 
other skills. 

Recognition: everyone needs a pat on their back for jobs well done.  NGC celebrates                                         
members' achievements with awards and recognition. 

Blue Star/Gold Star Markers: to honor our military who help keep us safe. 
Community service:  NGC members are caretakers, gardeners, and responsible stewards 

conserving, preserving, and protecting our valuable resources, Mother Earth.   
Travel opportunities: Tours are scheduled yearly and may be in the United States or in        

foreign countries. 
Technology: Closing the divide in communication through Zoom, Canva, and other mediums 

with assistance to local clubs and members through NGC Media Committee. 
Marketing:  Getting the word out! Marketing through NGC’s social media, the NGC Website, 

and The National Gardener.  You may also receive helpful tips in creating your own social 
media platforms. 

Youth Programs and Awards:  NGC is helping the next generation of gardeners grow and 
succeed with youth gardens, youth clubs and youth books. 

Celebrity Exposure:  Meeting and hearing from fascinating and knowledgeable members of 
the gardening community such as P. Allen Smith, Doug Tallamy, Kirk Brown, and other 
speakers through NGC webinars and in-person meetings. 

A free subscription to The National Gardener and a free subscription to the NGC Blog 
can be sent directly to your inbox.  No Charge! 

 

NGC provides value for the one dollar ($1.00) membership fee.  
Compare this to the monetary offerings from NGC…. 

Plant America Grant up to $1000 

Ames Tools Grant up to $250                                                      
Espoma Grant up to $250 

Wildflower Education Grants up to $500 

Natural Disaster Grant Funds up to $5,000 

Youth Pollinator Garden Grant $200 

College Scholarships $4,000 per scholarship 
 

National Garden Clubs can provide help and support, and together we can make                                               
a collective impact on our environment. 
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Gem State Gardener is the official publication of Garden Clubs of Idaho. Inc.  Please visit our 
website for information about Idaho’s garden and available resources:  www.gcii.org 

 
State President:  Karen Jean Lowe        Email:  gcii.kjl@gmail.com 
Managing Editor:  LeeAnn McMaster        Email:  gciinewsletter@yahoo.com 

GEM STATE GARDENER                                                                          April 2022 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

CALENDAR of EVENTS 

 
April 25-27, 2022 Pacific Region Garden Clubs, Inc. Convention                      
 Theme:  “Respect the Region”       
 Plaza Hotel           
 1 Main Street, Las Vegas, Nevada       
 1-800-634-6575  

April 29, 2022 National Arbor Day       
 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Arbor Day     

May 16-19, 2022 National Garden Clubs, Inc. Convention   
 Theme:  “Plant America, Play Outdoor”     
 Rosen Plaza Hotel         
 9700 International Drive, Orlando, Florida     
 1-800-627-8258 

June 5-11, 2022 National Garden Week 

The next edition of the Gem State Gardener is schedule for August, so please 

get your articles ready and e-mail them to LeeAnn McMaster                                                        

at gciinewsletter@yahoo.com by Wednesday, July 27, 2022                                      

to make it in to the August edition.                                                                                         

Enjoy your gardens! 


