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President’s Message
Hello fellow gardeners.
Here’s to the first harvest of the year and of
course the heat. I have been trying to get out the
door to the garden to work in that small window
of time from good light to too hot. Here in Boise
that’s about 10:00 am unless you are a sun
worshipper and then I’m only going to give you
about fifteen minutes more.
It’s been a busy summer for everyone trying to makeup for lost time.
I love the new energy that everyone has acquired and it seems to be
contagious. My club, the Golden Garden Club met yesterday (August
2nd) and we are already talking about what we plan for Christmas.
I would like to encourage all the clubs in GCII to think ahead since I
know it has been a tough few years. Several of our members are
maturing and don’t feel they are contributing to the efforts and demands
of belonging in a club. That’s perfectly understandable and we will all
arrive at a time when just meeting and seeing each other for a lunch and
a short program is going to be good enough. I’m here to say that is just
fine. Let’s keep the most important part of belonging to anything first
in mind and that is the human need to belong. I want to take this
opportunity to thank all the officers, doers and program organizers that
have continued on and are
picking up speed. You know
who you are and please keep in
mind that we are all sisters and
brothers of the earth and we
need each other.
Karen Jean Lowe

Eco Therapy is a new approach to a very old understanding and that is
"Nature is Cure". After a brief Keynote presentation for the Golden Garden
Club on August 2nd club member Karen Jean Lowe went on to demonstrate
some herbal preparations using the herb "rosemary for remembrance".
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Clearwater District
Garden Club for All Seasons
By Bonnie Wilson
The club is still in existence with six members. We are sad to report the passing of four
active members: Edith Cole, Russie Hastings, Darlene Norden and charter member Dorothy
Rogers, who was 102 years old. We also lost two past members: Kathleen Roberts and
Dawn Gortsema.
In May the club met at Bonnie Wilson’s home for our monthly meeting and to report on
new plants we were going to plant, then we toured Bonnie’s garden and had refreshments on
the deck. We also discussed giving scholarships to Nez Perce County and Asotin County Fair
Boards for youth flower exhibitors

Above: Acting President Carol Entze in her flower garden.
Carol thinks that the six feet tall flowers growing behind her are
Golden Glow Rudbeckia laciniata. (close-up in top right photo)
Bottom right: Carol recalls the White Phlox that former member
Barbara Hepler gave her years ago.
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Hill & Valley Garden Club
By Kathy Cassin
The Club has had a busy spring. The new slate of officers elected for 2022-2024 at the May
meeting include President - Kay Roberts, Vice-President - Joanne Gertje, Secretary - Raina Weyen, and
Treasurer continues to be Sharon Harris. They will take over at the September meeting and work on the
program planning for the 2022-23 year. The meetings will continue to be on the fourth Tuesday of the
month for the most part with few exceptions beginning at 1:00 pm at the Kendrick Grange. Hostess
members provide sweets or savory items before the meeting. Feel free to join us.
What was accomplished this past spring? The club continued to grow with new members joining
through the year. We now have 38 members if all dues have been paid.
The club sponsored some outstanding programs this spring. Colleen Taugher, who owns the
Mellifera (Latin for Honeybee) Farm on the outskirts of Troy presented the February meeting. Her
production business is Melliflora, LLC which include cut fresh and dried flowers. Those there were able to
purchase dried flowers to take home with them to arrange as they wish. She discussed the selection of
flowers to plant that can be dried for bouquets and wreathes.
Colleen offers special events, workshops, a wedding venue, a flower subscription service, and DIY
Kits. They also raise lambs for fleece and work with WSU with the bees on research. About 12 members
of the club signed up to visit the flower farm in June during the tour. A tour of Shelly Cannon’s garden in
Deary was also included. According to one of the members on the tour that I spoke with, Shelly’s garden
was “straight out of Sunset® magazine.” They then went to the Pie Safe Bakery for lunch in Deary and a
choice of salads, sandwiches, or pizza. One can purchase baked goods, desserts, Brush Creek Cheeses, and
dairy products that they make, specialty coffees, and handmade gifts if desired. They also teach crafts in a
shop across the street. If you find yourself in Deary, it’s a wonderful place to visit. The flower baskets
surrounding the outside of the shop are quite beautiful as well.
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Hill & Valley Garden Club News, continued
Tammy McGreevy from Lavender and Thyme Flower Shop in Moscow presented the March
program. She taught us about alternatives to using oasis as a base for arrangement designs and reminded us
that oasis is sometimes best depending on what the desired result might be. She also taught us about the use
of color in the arrangements. It was an excellent program with new ways to think about your arrangements.
She, personally, specializes in French garden style arrangements. Tammy also suggested some great
resources for us to explore on color and design.
The April meeting had us creating pressed flower cards with Barb filling in for Raina who was sick.
A great year overall for education
Spring has been a busy time for our
members with volunteer opportunities. Arbor Day
took a different twist. The Juliaetta Elementary
School was still the primary focus but there was not
a tree to plant. Instead, each grade had a volunteer
from the club read a book with a tree theme, and a
celebration tree was created for the cafeteria to be
decorated with year-round reminders of the
importance of trees. Each class had an art project to
go along with the book. The books were donated to
the school library at the end of the day.
The monthly project for the tree could
commemorate a holiday, a special occasion, or a gift
from the tree such as a habitat. May was the task of
the fifth grade and they decorated coir pots for nests
with lichen, pinecones, moss, or small branches.
The result was this. Beautiful creative tree art was
done by each of the classes. Everyone always enjoys working with the children and sharing the love
of gardening. The exchanges are such fun.

Annuals and plants were placed around the Kendrick signs
at either end of the town, and in front of the newly repaired
Memorial pool. Barb Heimgartner and Jo Lynd planted hostas
donated by Polly Taylor-Dennler and flowers in that new garden.
Through the summer and into the fall, members will maintain
the gardens weeding and mulching as needed as well as taking
care of the plants in the the wine barrels along main street.
The businesses willingly take care of the watering through the
week and more pots have appeared as the impact of the flowers
is acknowledged.
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Hill & Valley Garden Club News, continued
Memorial Day Weekend welcomed the Annual Locust Blossom Festival
which includes the Hill and Valley Garden Club Flower Show. This year the
community was once again invited to participate by submitting competitive
arrangements in one or more of five categories of theme/design and horticulture.
Juliaetta Elementary School submitted their third grade garden boxes designed
by a parent with decorative rope handles. The horticulture exhibits were
beautiful as ever despite the very cool, rainy weather which slowed blooming.
People who participated in the plant exchange, or the flower show were eligible
to enter their name into a drawing for a $75.00 certificate towards a tree to plant
in celebration of Arbor Day. Brian Silflow of Kendrick was the winner. Those
visiting the flower show voted for the People’s Choice which went to new
member and first time designer Ann Parks.
The Club will once again host the wreath and greens sale in December with
Kay Roberts as the new chairman. The club is looking forward to an exciting
year ahead.
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Valley Garden Club
By Cheryln Pankey, President
Our club has been meeting every
month. Seems like a busy summer for
most with the late start and now the hot
weather.
A few of our members
participate in Farmers Market on
Thursdays at the Kooskia City Park with
plants, herbs and produce when it
becomes available.
July was our yearly luncheon in
Orofino at the "Dining on the Edge "
which sets along the Clearwater River.
After our wonderful lunch we enjoyed
wandering through the Farmers Market
in Orofino.
Above Lu Eckhardt’s Orienpet lilies

August is our Idaho
County Fair and our club
helps with the Horticulture
department. It is always a
highlight of the year. Before
long fall will be here and we
will wonder where summer
went.
Some of our members are
growing beautiful Orienpet
lilies in their yards this year.

Above Lorraine Smiths Orienpet lilies
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Southwest District
Chinden Garden Club
By Karen Martin
“Many Hands Make Light Work”

This is the motto of Chinden Garden Club. December is our annual potluck to celebrate
the holiday. Members brought food to share and enjoyed fellowship. A gift exchange provided
entertainment.

Our one fundraiser is the annual plant sale. A cooler, wet spring pushed the sale back
until Saturday, May 21st. Members donated starts of their personal garden plants, sprouted and
cared for seedlings. They donated a great deal of time and effort for this event. Members
gathered on Friday the night before to deliver the plants to the club house, the site of the sale
for the past several years. Plants are organized and priced for the sale. We got a little local radio
advertising by Joe Prin on HomeFix. He announced our sale to his radio show audience. His
weekly radio show is each Saturday morning on local radio station 670 AM. We had a good sale
this year and made over $1,700.00. Shoppers had choices of many varieties of tomatoes, peppers
and other vegetables. Perennials of multiple varieties and some annuals rounded out the
selection.
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Chinden Garden Club News, continued
June is the Pollinator Celebration. North End Organic Garden hosted a celebration at their
nursery in Garden City. Youth could participate in a scavenger hunt. Throughout the nursery and
retail shop were scattered pictures of pollinators that they had to locate. Winners got to choose a
book on bees and/or a plant. Children could have their face painted with their choice of a
pollinator or a flower. Kids could make a small insect hotel with hollow tubes. Chinden Garden
Club was front and center to the nursery entrance and we answered garden questions and
promoted our club.

The Pollinator Garden in Garden City continues to be cared for by Chinden Garden Club.
Many members give their time to weed and deadhead the flowers. With hotter temperatures
during the day, members get an early start to perform necessary tasks in the garden.
The Pollinator Garden is expanding. Garden City added a mosaic bench and planted a tree in the
new plot. Six Golden Current bushes and 140 creeping thyme plants are being protected from the
public with a fence until they can get their roots well established. The expansion is highlighting an
alternative to a grass lawn. This new area is also being cared for by Chinden Garden Club.
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Chinden Garden Club News, continued
The club has gotten a lot of compliments by those that walk, bike and run along the path that
borders the Pollinator Garden. The public is so appreciative and we have gotten new members in
the club because of the effort and work that members give to loving care for this precious garden.
Our club is now up to 25 members and growing. Members bring a wide variety of knowledge and
interest in gardening. Monthly meetings have hosted guest speakers who have given presentations
on a wide variety of interesting topics. It is exciting to be a part of Chinden Garden Club and the
wonderful people who make up this group.
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Golden Garden Club
By Pamela Lowe, President
Our June meeting was at club member Anne Clarkson’s home. We had a wonderful potluck
lunch, and many of the members wore garden hats and enjoyed a garden party buffet in Anne’s
beautiful backyard. She and her husband, Mel, have an Ice Cream Parlor that has been moved from
upstate New York and rebuilt at their home in Nampa. We also got to tour bog ponds and see some
beautiful Antique Cars.
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Golden Garden Club News, continued
Anne and Mel Clarkson’s Ice Cream Parlor as it stands today.

Our July meeting was at the Red Chair Lavender Farm in Eagle. We had an informative
presentation and then members toured the farm and shopped in the gift shop for some tasty
lavender treats.
Below photo of Red Chair Lavender Farm

Red Chair Lavender Farm gift shop in Eagle, Idaho
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Long Valley Garden Club
By Rosie Layne, President
Each year the Long Valley Garden Club hosts a flower show at the Valley County
Fair. This year was no exception.
We have three divisions: Children up to 10 years, Youth 11-18 years, and
Adult over 19 years. In each division there are categories such as House plants,
Wild things, Unusual container, Blooming all one color, and stems.
Every entry receives a ribbon. Blue -1st place, Red-2nd place or White-3rd place.
Also the judges will pick Best of Show for each divisions category.
All entries must be grown in Valley County. Conditions of flowers entries differ from
year to year as temperatures and rainfall patterns change.
We encourage all age groups to participate!
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Nampa Garden Club
By Sharon Viorel, President
Nampa Garden Club was excited for Spring to finally be here. In April, we renewed our club
membership to the Idaho Botanical Gardens and participated in a clean-up day at the Children’s
Museum in Meridian.

In May, we held a very successful Plant and Yard Sale. This is an annual event which the
club holds on the Saturday of Mothers day week-end. The community looks forward to this event
and the club raised over $2,500. Club members made a visit to the Botanical Gardens to view the
Fairy Houses located throughout the garden. It was a beautiful day and everyone had a great time.
Also in May, we attended the annual iris show presented by the Pollen Daubers Iris Society. Our
own Louisa Cone is a society member and was on hand to greet visitors at the show. The blooms
were beautiful and some had unique names such as the “Redneck Girl” tall bearded iris.
In June club members went on a field trip to the Flower Festival at the Leaning Barn Farms
in Parma. This is a beautiful u-pick flower farm. It was fun to wander through the fields of flowers
and enjoy fresh cut flowers straight from the farm.
July’s club meeting was held at the Idaho Botanical Gardens. It was a glorious day and after
our business meeting we got to partake in the beauty of the gardens. Special thanks to the staff at
the gardens for their help with planning and set-up for the meeting.
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Nampa Garden Club News, continued
The Nampa Garden club continues with our on-going projects which include care and
maintenance of the Veterans Garden at Nampa City Hall as well as the pollinator garden at the
Deer Flat Refuge at Lake Lowell. We continue our support of the Penny Pines program and
recently purchased our 10th plantation of seedlings.

We are in full planning for the Fall District Meeting. This will be a wonderful fun-filled
meeting. A fantastic lunch will be provided, along with beautiful and unique silent auction items.
We hope you can join us. Here is the information:
Fall Southwest District Meeting
THEME: “Enjoying Summer Harvest….Garden to Table”

Monday, September 26, 2022
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Valley Shepherd Church of the Nazarene
150 W Maestra Street
Meridian, ID 83642
$18 per person (checks payable to the Nampa Garden Club)
Due by September 15
Send to Starr Rausch
812 N Finsbury Way

Star, ID 83669
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Owyhee Gardeners Club
By Anna Ousley, President
DISTRICT MEETING
The Owyhee Gardeners Club hosted over 70 gardeners from 5 neighbouring clubs at the Spring
Southwest District Meeting held at the Marsing American Legion Hall on Monday, March 28 th.
“Beneficial Bugs and Interesting Insects” was the gathering’s theme. Dr. Paul Castrovillo,
Entomologist with Idaho State Department of Agriculture, was the keynote speaker and provided
a thoroughly entertaining presentation about the wonders occurring in the world of insects.
Outgoing Owyhee Gardeners Club President, Pat Benedict, organized the event. The goal had been
to attract 60 garden members, so we were pleased when nearly 75 people attended.
Southwest District Director, Tom Martin from Nampa, led the group through an efficient business
meeting while Garden Clubs of Idaho State President, Karen Jean Lowe, from Boise, welcomed the
group and handed out awards. The afternoon speakers provided insights into DIY gardening hints,
fresh fruit décor and social media.

Southwest District Director
Tom Martin with wife Karen

Pat Benedict, Owyhee Gardeners
outgoing President and
Karen Jean Lowe, GCII State President

SCHOLARSHIPS
The Owyhee Gardeners have several fundraising activities throughout the year to raise monies to
give local students a scholarship to further their higher education, most especially in the fields of
agriculture, horticulture and related subjects. This Spring, our Scholarship Committee - managed
by club member Carolyn Ingersoll – received two essays from Marsing High School seniors
Emily Thoene and Regan Stansell. In April, the Club awarded them each a $500 scholarship.
Emily Thoene will be attending the College of Idaho, majoring in Bio Medical Sciences while
Regan Stansell will be attending University of Idaho, Moscow, studying Plant Sciences.
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Owyhee Gardeners Club News, continued
AMERICAN LEGION
On the Friday May 27th of Memorial Day weekend this year, six members of the Owyhee
Gardeners and two spouses assisted members of the Marsing American Legion Post #128 to place
U.S. flags on graves honouring military veterans buried at the local Marsing-Homedale Cemetery.

Bill Godwin, military veteran
& husband of member Rose Godwin and
Pat Benedict, member & past Club President

Owyhee Gardener members
Lea Mathews & Lori Driscoll

Scott Simpson, American Legion; Duanne Ousley, US Navy veteran & husband to member Anna Ousley;
Aras Holden, Eagle Scout & Anna Ousley’s son visiting from Washington, D.C.;
Brian Burnham, community member; and Duanne Roberson, club member.
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Owyhee Gardeners Club News, continued
FAIRY GARDEN YOUTH PROJECT
Owyhee Garden member Laiken Arstanian organized a youth project to further one of the club
objectives to promote interest among children and youth in garden activities. Laiken works with
a local homeschool group - Tech Trep Academy – and she organizes field trips for this group.
The idea was to create a ‘field trip’ to Marsing for the homeschool group where she would provide
the materials for each youth to create their own personal garden – a Fairy Garden. The Owyhee
Gardeners donated $350 to the project for supplies. On the day of the event – June 16th – several
garden club members assisted 80 youth to create a total of 90 fairy gardens. The activity served as
an excellent way to broaden community interest in Owyhee Gardeners, plus inspire youth to
develop an interest in gardening.

FUTURE ACTIVITIES
Member Survey - At the August meeting, club President Anna Ousley will review results from a
recent membership survey, which was distributed to all members. The purpose from the nine
questions was to learn more about the members, their ideas for future program topics, field trips,
overall club improvement suggestions and leadership interests. So far, out of nearly 50 club
members, 21 have returned surveys.
Birds of Prey Field Trip – Near the end of September, a field trip is scheduled to visit the World
Center for Birds of Prey in Boise. We’ll enjoy a self-guided tour of the grounds from 1pm onward
and then at 3pm, join the 45-minute demonstration called Fall Flights. This is a narrated session
where we’ll learn about and see hawks, falcons, and/or owls.
The Owyhee Gardeners Club meets at 1pm on the 2nd Thursday of every month in the Sandbar
Community Room, attached to the Marsing City Hall. Visitors and new members are always
welcome to attend and join, no matter their skill level. For more information, contact club
President, Anna Ousley by text at 208.634.6457 or by email at anna.whitebird@gmail.com
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GCII Committee News
Smokey Bear Historical Park
Robyn McCarthy, Arboretums Chair
Smokey Bear Historical Park was established in 1976 to honor Smokey,
an orphaned little bear cub with burned paws, found in the aftermath
of the Capitan Gap wildfire, in Capitan, New Mexico nearly three
decades earlier. He became an icon for forest fire prevention and lived
in Washington, D.C.’s National Zoo for 26 years. When he passed away,
the famous bear was laid to rest in his hometown of Capitan,
New Mexico. His burial site is a special place in the garden in the
Smokey Bear Historical Park. The museum contains original photos
of Smokey’s rescue and rehabilitation.
The park is a celebration of Smokey’s legacy. At the very informative
visitor’s center, guests can view original photos and a video of Smokey’s
rescue and rehabilitation. Many of the exhibits are geared for
elementary school age children and of course one can find adorable and
memorable souvenirs in the gift shop or through the Woodland Catalog.
(The Smokey Bear exhibit contributed by Woodland Catalog LLC is at
the Central Idaho Historical Museum, McCall, Idaho.)
Visit the website at www.smokeybeargifts.com or call (208)882-4767.
School will be beginning shortly and hopefully many of Idaho’s youngsters will be doing Smokey
Bear posters to be entered in the state contest.
Fascinating exhibits about forest health, wildfires, the science of fire ecology, and a historical look at
wildfire prevention are displayed in an easy-to-understand manner. A small theater features a film
about how forest health and fire impact our lives today.
Smokey, in a legacy of 76 years, still has his work cut out for him. The Washington Post recently
reported that in the 1980’s and 1990’s, the average wildfire burned between 40 and 80 acres.
This year’s average fire now tops 130 acres. Nine out of 10 fires are man caused.
Dedicated in 2019, a bronze Wildland Fallen Firefighter
Memorial is also appropriately placed in the garden area.
It honors more than 30 wildland firefighters who have
lost their lives while fighting wildfires in New Mexico.
It provides a quiet place for those who wish to pay their
respects and reflect on the wildland fire fighters we have
lost in the line on duty. Remembered are the men and
women that run into danger as others run away.
We need to constantly be reminded of the sacrifice of the
many brave, unselfish souls who fight the wildfires and
in doing so may pay the ultimate price.
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Membership
By Karen Martin, Membership Chair

Thanks to all the clubs for providing information on
their membership and paying their dues in June
2022. It was not a total surprise to see the
membership numbers fall slightly this year. Many
obstacles and challenges were presented to the
garden clubs over the past two years, and clubs had
to be adaptive and creative. Very good news is, some
clubs have recently seen an increases in membership
numbers.
The biggest asset that each club has is the current
membership in the club. Inviting friends and
acquaintances to attend a meeting is one of the most
successfully methods of attracting new members. The
president of my own garden club attributes the growth
of the club to integrity and positive energy, making the
local club a group that folks want to be a part of. A
Friendly smile and being inclusive with new visitors
makes them feel comfortable and interested in
becoming members.
Does your garden club have a plant sale? Promote the club at the plant sale or other activities or
events, and hand out brochures that give information about the club. Does your club tend a
garden in your local area? The president of Chinden Garden Club thinks that the Garden City
Pollinator Habitat is one of the biggest draws to the Club. She thinks the effort is appreciated by
people who visit the Pollinator Garden, and they see the beneficial relationship between the club
and the garden that they enjoy. Work days provide opportunity for club members to talk and
share with each other and learn about new plants and how to care for them. Opportunities are
endless to meet and reach out to people who walk the path along this garden, and talk about
gardening and the Club. Club brochures are available to hand out on work days at the Pollinator
Garden that share information about the club. Signage to acknowledge a garden club and the
effort and care they give tending a garden(s) is important. Advertising gets your Club name out
into the public arena.
Don’t forget current members. Education from fellow club members or bringing in guest
speakers helps keep members engaged and learning. Field trips to local attractions and creating
opportunities for fun help create bonds and keep members interested in the club. Friendships
are important and learning and working together creates strong bonds.
Help clubs grow with new members by advertising your Club and keeping current members
engaged and excited about their club. Everyone can help a club grow and flourish.
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Native Plants, Backyard Habitats & Pollinators
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By Karen Martin, Co-Chair

Frequent Backyard Visitors
Mourning Doves are frequent visitors to any garden. Their
distinctive cooOOoo-wooo-woo-woooo sound is what can alert
one to their presence. The wings make an unusual whistling
sound upon take-off and landing. Courtship begins with a
noisy flight by the male, followed by a graceful, circular glide
with outstretched wings and head down. After landing, the
male will approach the female with a puffed-out breast,
bobbing head, and loud calls. Mated pairs can be seen often
The male will lead the female to potential nest sites, and the
female will choose one. The female dove builds the nest.
The male will fly about, gather material, and bring it to her.
The male will stand on the female's back and give the material
to the female, who then builds it into the nest. The nest is
constructed of twigs, conifer needles or grass blades, and is of flimsy construction. The attached
pictures are of a nest that doves constructed and hatched two chicks this spring. Originally they
wanted to make a nest on a window shade above our kitchen window. They did not choose wisely –
the shade is something we raise and lower in the morning to shield the window from the morning
sun. Needless to say, the sticks had to go and the birds discouraged from making their nest in this
location. The design for the nest captured in the photo was from the internet. The female was very
trusting as this nest box was hung within a few feet of a sidewalk in the backyard. The sidewalk is in
constant use to access irrigation water, a shed and compost bins. The doves did not leave the nest
even with frequent trips past the box each day.
A female will generally lay two white eggs. Both parents
incubate and care for the young. Mourning doves are
devoted parents and they rarely leave the nest unattended.
Incubation only takes two weeks.
Mourning doves eat almost exclusively seeds. Usually they
forage on the ground. They generally eat enough to fill their
crops and then fly away to digest while resting. They often
swallow grit such as fine gravel or sand to assist
with digestion much like chickens. The primary predators
for mourning doves are falcons and hawks.
Source of information was obtained from Wikipedia
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Native Plants, Backyard Habitats & Pollinators
continued
Insect Hotel Success Story
I have three different insect hotels located on my property. Scrap wood pieces, dried
material and chicken wire to keep the squirrels out, are what was used to make two of
the hotels. The third hotel was something I purchased and always considered it more
decorative than anything else. The hotels that I constructed are located in areas of the
yard where they are protected as much as possible from rain. Bushes and flowers
surround them and they get shade in the hot summer hours. I wasn’t seeming to
attract many guests until this past year.
The insect hotel that I purchased and considered for decoration was put on a shelf
under my covered patio. It is protected from rain and it only gets early morning sun
for a few hours.
I have enclosed photos of guests who have come to the hotels this year. The hotel on
the patio is being given some color with the leaves that are being used to seal up the
bamboo sticks. The sections of tree limbs with holes are attracting insects that close
their holes with mud in the hotels. Spiders like the lower section of the hotel and they are hoping to capture flying
insects who venture near. What a pleasant surprise to see that the hotels are being a benefit to bees.
If you have scrap pieces of wood and can harvest dried stems from Daylilies or
get bamboo sticks, you can make a hotel very easily – guests are not real
demanding. Try to give protection from the elements to your hotel and you
can be rewarded also. You can be simple or fancy with your construction so
that any hotel can fit into your landscaping.
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Penny Pines
By Claudia Hambacker, Pacific Region Chair

A letter was sent to each State President requesting
the name and contact for their Penny Pines Chairperson
Some States have responded and this is appreciated.
Responding was Nina Blonski, California and Sharon
Davis, Arizona and I am awaiting to hear from
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Hawaii, and Nevada.
A second request has gone out.
Some States no longer have a Penny Pines Chairperson. The process has been streamlined and
individual garden clubs may send their Plantation donations directly to the National Garden Club or chose
to send it directly to another agency. Thus there is less of a need for a Penny Pines Chair. However, there
continues to be a need for an advocate in each state. The devastation from mega fires, insect infestation,
horrible storms demonstrate the need for a Penny Pines Chairperson (PPC) more than ever. A PPC may not
be no longer needed as the central person to collect the donations but the position of
“Cheerleader” (advocate) needs to continue to ensure the mission of the program goes continues. Education,
writing articles for the State newsletters, and highlighting the dire need to increase the number of donations
to reforest is. A Penny Pines Cheerleader keeps eyes and ears open for messages the crowd the may be
sending and can change a “don’t care attitude” into one that can be use to rally greater participation. We are
at a serious point TREES NEED US! The Foresters, Fire Fighters, and you, know we need to care for our
planet.
The pandemic has taken a toll on every State Garden Club in one way or another. Membership has
fallen in some states and entire clubs have folded. The supplements pandemic and new lifestyle of remote
working is here to stay. So, although it is easier said than done, our adaptation skills and resilience has been
and will be challenged. Now more than ever we need concerns about our planet and humanity to bring us
together. Gardening is one “old time” enjoyment that benefits us, keeps us healthy, and supplements our
tables with good and nourishing food. It has always been a joy to share crops with others and see the look
on their faces when presented a bunch of onions, lettuce, radishes or posies that has been home grown. It is
all worth the dirty nails, the muddy shoes and the sweat and stink of perspiration.
Our journey from seed collection to planting a seedling will continue in the next article. I have made
contact with Kayla Harris at the Bend, Oregon Seed Extraction Facility. She is the author of several articles
and has mentioned a few educational opportunities that might be good for District, State or Regional
meetings. Have a good summer and stay cool.
According to the National Interagency Fire Center, thus far this year there have been 37,774
wildfires that have burned 5,546,024 acres. There are 4 large fires in Idaho that have burned 25,550 acres.
Last year in September 2021, I reported there had been 45,510 wildfires and a total of 5,609,865. There
have been 7,736 fewer fire from the same time last year. Larger and more intense fires are now burning.
Did I hear the words Climate Change?
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September 19, 1921 - July 26, 2022 Meridian, Idaho - Eileen G
Allison 100 years old, passed away Tuesday July 26,2022 from heart
failure at her home in Meridian surrounded by her family. Eileen
was born September 19,1921 in White City, Kansas.
After graduating high school she married Jim Allison, a young man
she met at 14 years old. Jim worked on her Uncle's farm. They were
married in 1941 in White City, Kansas. They moved to Boise in 1942,
then Eagle in 1943 and back to Boise for a short time before Jim built
their forever home in Meridian. To this union came one daughter,
Jeannie on September 1,1942.
Eileen worked at a local dry cleaners in the valley as a cashier and
seamstress until her eighties and continued sewing for others until earlier this year. Grandma
loved to bake and garden. She became a master gardener and earned her certificate to judge
flowers. She judged in Portland, Twin Falls, The Western Idaho State Fair, The Canyon County
Fair and club functions around the Treasure Valley and other states as well. 2021 marked Eileen's'
50th year judging at The Western Idaho State Fair.
Eileen was preceded in death by her parents Will and Edna Colson, Sister Irene, Brothers Glenn,
Junior, Howard and Calvin, her beloved Husband Jim, Son-in-law Robert Steele and Great Great

Grandson Robbie Lumpkin.
Eileen is survived by her daughter Jeannie Steele, Grand Daughter Tina Lumpkin (Darryl),
Grandson David Steele (Christy), Great Grandchildren Robbie Steele (Tori), Rusty Lumpkin
(Angie), Tommy and Charlie, Great Great Grandchildren Gage, Gracie , & Galena Steele, Khole,
Aubree, Jewell, and Dylan Lumpkin, and Madison Nutt.
We would like to thank the amazing staff at Horizon Home Health for the wonderful care that they
provided Eileen. Thank you Pastor Tom, Vaughn, Peggy and all the nursing staff .
Monday August 15, 2022 there will be a viewing from 5:00 -7:00 pm at Cloverdale Funeral Home for family
and friends. Tuesday August 16, 2022 at 9:00 am there is also a viewing with services following at 10:00

am. Graveside service immediately following at Terrace Lawn Memorial.
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Eileen Gladys Allison
Continued from page 23

Eileen Allison passed away July 26 at the age of 100
years old. She was a member of the original Mr. &
Mrs. Garden Club, later being the Ada Gardeners.
Walter Arndt shared a home with her to help her with
her large yard and doing the digging and dividing every
spring of the many chrysanthemums she grew.

Eileen judging a Flower Show

I met Eileen 36 years ago when Edna Schultz asked me
to join her in the Treasure Valley Chrysanthemum
Society and Eileen was in charge of that program. She
also belonged to the Pollen Daubers Iris Society in
Caldwell as well.
When Walt passed away, her daughter Jeannie Steele
moved back home. Both Eileen and Jeannie belonged
to the same clubs. Eileen was asked to judge flowers of
any kind when a judge was needed especially at the
fairs. She and Jeannie will be missed this year at the
fair, as they were known as the chief bottle washers.
They washed all of the containers used during the fair
and boxed them up for the next year’s fair. They were
always the night crew working at the fair and just
talked to everyone about the flowers or give directions
to where things were going on at the fair. Last year we
celebrated her 100th birthday party with a big cake
before judging began. We are all going to miss her
greatly.
Sandra Ford

Eileen’s 100th Birthday

Golden Garden Club
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YOU’RE INVITED
FALL SOUTHWEST DISTRICT MEETING
Monday, September 26, 2022
Hosted by the Nampa Garden Club
________________________________________________________________________

ENJOYING SUMMER HARVEST…

GARDEN TO TABLE
_______________________________________________________________________

9:00 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M.
Lunch Provided
_____________________________________________________________________________
VALLEY SHEPHERD CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
150 WEST MAESTRA STREET, MERIDIAN, ID 83642
________________________________________________
RSVP BY SEPTEMBER 15
TO: STARR RAUSCH / 812 N FINSBURY WAY / STAR, ID 83669
COST: $18 CHECKS PAYABLE TO NAMPA GARDEN CLUB
--------------------------------------(cut and send with check)-----------------------------------------NAME:_____________________________________________________
GARDEN CLUB _______________________________________________
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Clubs that have disbanded this year

Ada Gardeners Garden Club
For the Love of Growing

Treasure Valley Arranger’s Guild

The next edition of the Gem State Gardener is schedule for November, so please
get your articles ready and e-mail them to LeeAnn McMaster
at gciinewsletter@yahoo.com by Saturday, November 5, 2022
to make it in to the November edition.
Enjoy your gardens!

Gem State Gardener is the official publication of Garden Clubs of Idaho. Inc. Please visit our
website for information about Idaho’s garden and available resources: www.gcii.org
State President: Karen Jean Lowe
Managing Editor: LeeAnn McMaster

Email: gcii.kjl@gmail.com
Email: gciinewsletter@yahoo.com
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